
Violence Against Women Act
Under the leadership of then-Senator Joe Biden, Congress recognized the severity of
violence against women and our need for a national strategy with the enactment of the
Violence Against Women Act in 1994. This landmark federal legislation’s
comprehensive approach to violence against women combined tough new provisions to
hold offenders accountable with programs to provide services for the victims of such
violence.
On March 7, 2013, President Obama signed into federal law the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (VAWA), which is aimed at improving how
colleges and universities in the U.S. address sexual violence. This new law imposes
obligations for the Southwestern Christian University to revise its policy and practices to
comply with new regulations that addresses and prohibits acts of violence such as, sexual
assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking, and it clarifies the rights of
victims

SCU is making a good faith effort to comply with the new regulation and changes that
have been enacted.  SCU will

 Reporting campus crime statistics beyond the crime categories that the Clery Act
already mandates, to which now include incidents of domestic violence, dating
violence and stalking, as well as crimes motivated by gender identity or national
origin;

 Providing comprehensive educational prevention and awareness programs for
incoming students and new employees, in addition to ongoing prevention and
awareness campaigns for students, faculty and employees that identifies and
defines sexual assault, rape, acquaintance rape, domestic violence, dating violence
and stalking; and

 Conducting annual training for investigators and hearing officers who investigate
and review reported offenses.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Dating and Domestic Violence on Campus
Dating and domestic violence, also referred to as relationship or intimate partner
violence, is the use of power by one person to control another within an intimate
relationship. College students experience dating violence at staggering rates and face
unique obstacles in accessing services to escape an abusive relationship.

The Facts
·  Women between the ages of 16 and 24 experience the highest rate of intimate partner
violence.
· Nearly one-third of college students report physically assaulting a dating partner in the
previous 12 months.



·  As many as one quarter of female students experience sexual assault over the course of
their college career.
·  Approximately 90% of victims of sexual assault on college campuses know their
attacker.

Warning Signs
Signs of an abusive relationship include jealousy, possessiveness, isolating and
controlling behavior, threats and intimidations, put-downs and name-calling, yelling,
breaking things, physical and sexual assault, and financial coercion or control.

What Victims Should Do
Find immediate help. Get to a safe place and call a friend to be with you.
If you know you want to report to the police, call 911. You will need to give your name
and other information.

If you are not sure what you want to do, there are advocates available to talk with you
about your options. Vice President of Student Life, Brad Davis, is available Monday-
Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 at (405) 789-7661 ext. 3424. Resident Director Tim Braaten
Can be reach by cell phone at (918) 630-5773.

If you have been sexually assaulted but you aren’t sure about reporting, be aware that
obtaining a medical evidence exam soon is important for a legal case. Highly recommend
not to eat, drink, bathe or clean up in any way. This is difficult, but preserves evidence.
However, if you have already done these things, it’s still possible to find evidence.

If you have physical injuries from domestic or dating violence, these injuries are
important to document for a legal case.

RAPE

Different Types of Rape Charges
Generally speaking, rape is defined as the act of sexual intercourse (rape) or anal or
vaginal penetration (rape by instrumentation) of another person who has not consented to
the act, or a person who is legally unable to consent. Although rape laws in Oklahoma
don’t differentiate between different types of rape, only between first- and second-degree
rapes, there are a number of sexual acts that may constitute a felony rape charge under
Oklahoma law, including the following:

 Forcible rape

 Date rape

 Rape by instrumentation

 Forcible sodomy

 Statutory rape

 Spousal rape



Date Rape Explained
Although date rape is not technically a legal term, it is a term that is commonly used to
describe non-consensual sex between two people attending a social engagement, whether
it is a date, a party, or any other occasion the alleged offender and the victim willingly
attended. Although using the term “date rape” may be a means of clarifying the
circumstances under which the crime allegedly took place, there is no difference between
rape and date rape in the eyes of those prosecuting your case. Depending on the
circumstances of the offense, including whether or not the rape was accomplished with
the threat or use of violence or force, date rape can be prosecuted as either first-degree
rape or second-degree rape, carrying the same penalties as a rape charge.

If you are raped:
 Get to a safe place as quickly as possible. Call a family member or a friend.
 Even if you feel dirty, don’t shower or bathe. Don’t change your clothes. They

could have incriminating evidence on them.
 Call the police or campus security. The phone for the Bethany Police department

is (405) 789-2323. Elite Protection Services at SCU can be reached at (405) 629-
0004. Reporting the incident might be hard but it will prevent the offender from
doing it again to another women. Tell them all the details that you remember.

 Get medical attention. Go to the nearest emergency room or the campus health
center. You will be treated for injuries and tested for venereal diseases and
pregnancy. Physical specimens and evidence will be collected in order to insure a
successful prosecution of the offender.

 Seek counseling. Even if you don’t want to report the rape to the police,
counseling will help you with emotional trauma so that you don’t blame yourself
or feel guilty, ashamed, or scared. It is an important way to start the healing
process, and campus counselors are trained to help rape victims. Remember, rape
is never the victim’s fault.

 The National Sexual Assault hotline is 1-800-656-HOPE.

First-Degree Rape vs. Second-Degree Rape
Rape charges in Oklahoma are measured in degrees, and an offender can be charged with
either first- or second-degree rape. Second-degree rape is the lesser offense, typically
occurring when sexual intercourse involves a person under the age of 16, a person who is
intoxicated for the purpose of forcing him or her to submit to intercourse, a person who is
unconscious, or a person who is under the supervision of a state or local agency and has
intercourse with an employee or authority of that agency. Although second-degree rape is
a less severe offense than first-degree rape, the crime is associated with significant
penalties, including a prison sentence of one to fifteen years.
First-degree rape, on the other hand, is an extremely serious offense punishable by five
years to life in prison. According to Oklahoma Statute § 1114, “Rape in the first degree
shall include:

 Rape committed by a person over eighteen (18) years of age upon a person under
fourteen (14) years of age; or



 Rape committed upon a person incapable through mental illness or any
unsoundness of mind of giving legal consent regardless of the age of the person
committing the crime; or

 Rape accomplished where the victim is intoxicated by a narcotic or anesthetic
agent, administered by or with the privity of the accused as a means of forcing the
victim to submit; or

 Rape accomplished where the victim is at the time unconscious of the nature of
the act and this fact is known to the accused; or

 Rape accomplished with any person by means of force, violence, or threats of
force or violence accompanied by apparent power of execution regardless of the
age of the person committing the crime; or

 Rape by instrumentation resulting in bodily harm is rape by instrumentation in the
first degree regardless of the age of the person committing the crime; or

 Rape by instrumentation committed upon a person less than fourteen (14) years of
age.”


