


 

SCU is pleased to announce a new partnership agreement between 
Southwestern Christian University and South African Theological 
Seminary.  Beginning this fall, students may enroll in the Ph.D. in 
Theology.  This research program can be completed in as few as three 
years while remaining in the comfort of your home.  All instruction takes 
place through a one-on-one mentoring with a specially assigned field 
advisor who is a scholar in the area of your research interest. 
 

This partnership now allows SCU to be the ONLY 

institution in the state of Oklahoma where students 

can apply to earn a Ph.D. in Theology! 

 The Ph.D. in Theology offers students an opportunity to enhance their 
knowledge and prepares them for careers in research, ministry, and 
teaching with a specialized training in theology.  Graduates of the Ph.D. 
program, will possess the skills needed for high levels of thinking, 
original research, and written communication.  Students who complete 
the program are prepared for a lifetime of intellectual leadership, 
academic study, and teaching in higher education. 
 
Students who complete one of SCU’s Masters of Arts programs are 
eligible for immediate acceptance into the Ph.D in Theology program. 
Please take a minute to review the positive changes taking place at SCU 
and the exciting opportunity that is now available. 
 
If you have any questions, the SCU family is here to help and serve you.  
We can be reached at 405-789-7661 or graduateschool@swcu.edu.   
 
Thank you for your dedication to 
SCU.  It is a joy serving you. 
 

 

mailto:405-789-7661
mailto:graduateschool@swcu.edu
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History 
South African Theological Seminary was established in 1996 and is 

committed to interactive and technologically up-to-date programs 

designed specifically for the local church-based student.  South African 

Theological Seminary (SATS) operates under two fundamental 

principles: 

1. A deep and continuing concern for the doctrinal integrity of the 

church. SATS has been established on a triune doctrinal foundation 

– The unique authority of the Word of God the Father, the lordship 

and centrality of Jesus Christ, and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 

These key doctrines are strongly promoted in all our courses and 

program. 

2. To be a Seminary. This is a word that is often used to differentiate 

a Christian college from a secular university. It means ‘a place 

where things are grown’. In its traditional use, it reflects the long-

held view that church leaders need to be taken out of their local 

churches into a sort of academic ‘hot house’ to grow. 

We believe that local churches are the real seedbeds for Christian 

education and training. We are therefore seeking to provide Christians 

with learning right where they are in the bosom of their church family.  

Watch an animated video of the history of SATS here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4grK3_S1ms 

Accreditation 
All SATS academic program are accredited by the Council on Higher 

Education (CHE), the Education and Training Quality Assurer (ETQA) of 

the South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) and are registered by 

the U.S. Department of Higher Education (registration number 

2001/HE08/005). It registered as a Section 21 company (Reg. no. 

2002/005184/08), a PBO (18/11/13/2403) and an NPO (033-343-NPO). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4grK3_S1ms
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SATS is also a founder member of the National Association of Distance 

Education Organizations in South Africa (NADEOSA) and we are a 

member of the Association of Private Providers of Education, Training 

and Development (APPETD), the South African Institute for Distance 

Education (SAIDE), the International Council for Evangelical Theological 

Education (ICETE), the International Council for Higher Education (ICHE), 

the CHEA International Quality Group (CIQG) and the World Evangelical 

Theological Institute Association (WETIA). 

Recently, the SATS PhD program was submitted to two of the most 

frequently used and highly recommended evaluators in the USA, namely 

the International Education Research Foundation, Inc. (ierf.org) and the 

American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers’ 

International Education Services (http://ies.aacrao.org), and both 

confirmed the SATS Ph.D. represent attainment of a level of education 

comparable to the equivalent degrees from a regionally accredited 

university in the United States. SATS degrees are also recognized by the 

German website anabin.kmk.org/ which provides information about the 

evaluation of foreign qualifications. 

Application, Admission, Enrollment, and 

Orientation Processes 

Minimum Standards 
Applicants must have completed a MA from SCU and a minimum of 3.5 

GPA in graduate courses.  Students who do not meet this minimum may 

apply for the M. Phil. Equivalency before acceptance to this Ph.D. 

program.  
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How to Apply 
1. Submit the Ph.D. application to the program coordinator for post-

graduate studies, Dr. Adrian Hinkle. 

This can be submitted by mail: 

Dr. Adrian Hinkle 
c/o Southwestern Christian University 
PO Box 340 
Bethany, OK 73008 

 
 In person 

LLC building, office 249 
 
 Email 

graduatestudies@swcu.edu 
 

2. Pay $200 non-refundable application fee and $1,300 tuition1 to the 

Business Office in person or by phone at 405-789-7661.   

Admission Deadlines 
We accept applications for postgraduate programs throughout the year. 

The process of choosing the right program and enrolling for it may take 

some time, but the moment students are admitted to a program, they 

can start their studies. 

Orientation and Dissertation 
On enrollment, you will be required to complete RES6600 Theological 

Research Methodology, a course which culminates in the submission of 

your dissertation proposal to the Postgraduate Committee. You have a 

maximum of 12 months to submit your research proposal, failing which 

your registration for the Ph.D. will lapse. 

                                                           
1 If you are not admitted to the program, this tuition payment is refundable. 
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When your dissertation proposal is accepted, under the guidance of 

your supervisor you will be required to write a dissertation consisting of 

80,000 to 100,000 words. 

All work is submitted and returned via email, except for the final bound 

copies. Full details pertaining to the formatting of your dissertation are 

contained in RES6600. Your dissertation will be assessed by two 

independent external examiners, as well as an internal examiner, your 

supervisor, and if it is successful, you will be awarded the Doctor of 

Philosophy degree at the next Graduation Ceremony. The maximum 

duration of this program, which is at level 10 on the Higher Education 

Qualifications Framework, is six years. 

Selecting A Research Topic 
Choosing the right postgraduate program is no different from making 

other important and significant decisions in life. For that reason, you 

should take time to explore the possibilities and make sure it is the right 

decision, one that will richly reward the investment of time and other 

resources. Senior scholars at the Postgraduate School will gladly assist 

you in this process, enabling you to find the academic option that best 

matches your experience and expectations. This can prevent frustration 

and disappointment at later points of the study journey.  

FIELDS OF STUDY 
Because the degree is a Ph.D. in Theology, the field of study selected by 

the student must pertain to this discipline. Specialized topics within 

theology may depend upon supervisory staff expertise and capacity.  

Ph.D. in Theology: Structure 
Each year, SCU holds one Ph.D. research event: This is an informal 

seminar in the fall where students can receive feedback from faculty, 

collaborate with other students in the program, and share the progress 

of their research.  Research can be completed in Spanish, French, or 

English. 

The program is structured according to 5 phases: 
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Phase 1: Orientation 
This begins when you contact SATS to enquire about a possible doctoral 

program and runs through registration, orientation, exploring focus and 

methods, and finally identifying a research concept. 

Phase 2: Research Proposal 
In Phase 2, you compile and submit a formal research proposal. This is 

completed under the guidance of a supervisor specializing in the chosen 

field of research. This proposal is undertaken according to a prescribed 

template and has to meet strict academic criteria. Proposals may be 

referred for improvement and resubmission. 

Phase 3: First Half of Thesis Writing 
Once the research proposal is approved by the academic committee, 

you can proceed with research and thesis writing under the guidance of 

the appointed supervisor(s). Phase 3 is the first half of this process and 

ends with the submission of a detailed progress report for review. 

Phase 4: Second Half of Thesis Writing 
In Phase 4 you finish the research and the draft thesis. 

Phase 5: Examination and Finalization of Thesis 
The draft thesis is submitted for internal and external examination and 

the required improvements are made. The final step is the oral defense 

of the thesis.  

Once the supervisors determine that the dissertation is ready for 

examination, the student submits it to SATS where it is examined in 

accordance with SATS regulations. Two examiners will read the thesis – 

one an internal examiner from SATS and the other external from 

another university. The two will conduct the oral examination, called a 

“viva voca” (or just, “vie-ver,” meaning “live voice”). The examiners will 

inform the student of the result at the end of that examination meeting. 

Satisfactory completion of the exam and final submission of the thesis 

result in the conferral of the Ph.D. degree. 
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Full-time students defend their thesis in as few as three years of their 

program at the end.  Part-time students complete in six/seven years.  

This is a partnership program, not a joint or dual degree.  Therefore, this 

degree is granted by South African Theological Seminary. 

Tuition and Fees 
The annual tuition for the Ph.D. program is $5,0002 plus a $200 

administration fee.  If the account cannot be paid in full, a payment plan 

is available through the Business Office.   

Annual Enrollment at SCU and SATS 
Once accepted at SATS, the student is then enrolled in SCU’s 

Department of Graduate Studies as a non-degree seeking, post-

graduate student.  All course work will be completed and coordinated 

through the SATS Ph.D. field advisor, assigned by SATS. The SCU post-

graduate program coordinator will assist the student in enrolling at SCU 

and preparing to enroll at SATS. 

SATS Graduate Scholarships 
Currently there are no SCU scholarships available for post-graduate 

students.  For more information on tuition costs, contact the Business 

Office at 405-789-7661. 

SATS Contact for Financial Aid 
For more information of your eligibility as a SATS student, contact: 

Department of Financial Aid, 405-789-7661. 

Outside Sources for Financial Aid 
Such sources are many and varied and include tribal educational grants 

(many of which cover doctoral work) and AAUW and PEO grants for 

women returning to universities. 

                                                           
2 Tuition costs are increased annually by SATS 
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U.S. Tax Benefits 
Depending on their own tax statuses, SATS@SCU students are eligible 

for U.S. tax benefits under the Lifetime Learning Credit provision 

(http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/LLC). If students have concerns over the 

tax reduction eligibility, they should contact a qualified tax accountant.  

U.S. Department of Defense GI, Family, and Veterans 
Benefits 
Depending on individual circumstances, active duty military, military 

spouses and veterans are eligible for certain tuition benefits. See: 

http://benefits.va.gov/gibill/  

  

http://benefits.va.gov/gibill/
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Student Endorsements 
Thank you so much to SATS, my excellent lecturers and supervisors. It 
has been an absolute privilege studying through SATS and I have learnt 
so much more than just the study material given to me. It has been an 
incredible journey and I am left much richer because of it. 
Leighann Fiford 
 
I don’t know if the students thank you as often as they are supposed to - 
your service at SATS is wonderful and I thoroughly enjoy the study 
experience you offer. Things are done in the spirit of excellence! So to 
you and those around you, I pray that God will bless you in this day and I 
thank you for your friendly support and hard work! 
Marcel van Niekerk 
 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation for your 
continuous support, feedback and advice during my completion of this 
course. I value your input and highly regard your closing comments with 
respect to my  final assignment. 
Charmaine Erasmus 
 
The MySATS is perfect. It’s very user-friendly and it makes the 
submission of assignments very easy. To write one’s exams there is also 
a very convenient way to study. Thank you. 
Stiaan van Niewenhuizen 
 
THANK YOU for your excellent service every term! It is a pleasure to 
work with you. 
Estelle Crafford.  
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For More Information Contact: 

 
Dr. Rebecca Webster, Director of Graduate Studies  

405-789-7661, extension 2272 

rebecca.webster@swcu.edu 

 

Dr. Adrian Hinkle, Dean of Professional Studies & Program Coordinator 

for Post-Graduate Studies. 

405-789-7661, extension 2280 

adrian.hinkle@swcu.edu  

For evidence of the eligibility of SCU Ph.D. students to use these 

benefits, see the official Department of Defense website which 

specifically names the SATS@SCU Ph.D. as an eligible program. Go to: 

http://inquiry.vba.va.gov/weamspub/buildSearchCountryCriteria.do. 

For “institution Name,” type: “SATS University” and at the same time 

under “Select Country,” choose, “South Africa.” Click on: “Submit.” A list 

of universities will appear. Find “SATS University” on this list and click on 

it.  At the bottom of this page are the names of the who can help U.S. 

veterans. Click on “Programs” at the top of this same page. Then, click 

on “Institution of Higher Learning,” and finally scroll to the bottom of 

the list where you will see listed as eligible to receive funds. 

    

mailto:rebecca.webster@swcu.edu
mailto:adrian.hinkle@swcu.edu
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SCU graduate students who completed a Master of Arts degree 

and meet the admissions requirements are eligible for immediate 

enrollment into the Ph.D. in Theology through the partnership 

agreement with South African Theological Seminary. 

Due to differences in the programs, SCU students who completed 

the Master of Ministry will apply and complete the M.Phil. degree 

through South African Theological Seminary before being 

admitted into the Ph.D. program. 

The application for this program is available on the SCU website or 

you can request one to be emailed to you by calling 405-789-7661 

or email us at graduatechool@swcu.edu. 
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